THE GAUCHERS ASSOCIATION LIMITED

Report of the Directors for the year ended 30 June 2009 (continued)

Structure, Governance and Management

Governing Document

The Gauchers Association Limited is a company limited by guarantee incorporated on 24 June 2002 and was registered as a charity on 28 January 2003. The company was formed under a Memorandum of Association that established its objects and powers and is governed by its Articles of Association. In the event of the company being wound up members are required to contribute an amount not exceeding £10.

Recruitment and Appointment of Directors

The Directors of the charitable company ("the charity") are its trustees for the purposes of charity law and throughout this report are collectively referred to as the Trustees. The Articles of Association require the members of the company to elect from their number a Board of Directors consisting of at least three persons, but with no maximum. The Directors may select one of their number to act as Chair. One third of the Trustees are required to retire from office at the Annual General Meeting and elections for their reappointment or to appoint others as directors are held at that time.  The Trustees have the power to appoint a member as a director to fill a vacancy or as an additional director.

Executive Committee 
The general management of the affairs of the company has been directed by an Executive Committee which consists of not less than five or more than 20 members. The members of the Executive Committee are elected by the members at the Annual General Meeting of the company to remain in office until the conclusion of the next Annual General Meeting. The Trustees of the company shall be ex-officio members of the Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee meets at least five times a year and is responsible for the strategic direction and policy of the charity. At present the Committee has 14 members from a variety of backgrounds relevant to the work of the charity.

In the light of practical experience only one or two Executive Committee members (excluding directors) attend these meetings and with this in mind the directors are considering alternatives to an Executive Committee undertaking the general management of the affairs of the company, their recommendations will be proposed at the next Annual General Meeting. In the meantime a fund raising sub group has been set up.
Organisational Structure

The trustees govern the general policy of the Association, and meet five times during the year. There are no sub-committees. The day-to-day business of the Association is managed by the Chairman, Treasurer and Executive Director.
Trustees Induction and Training

All of the trustees either have Gaucher disease or have the disease in their family and are already familiar with the work of the charity. All Trustees are either founder members or volunteers who have worked for the charity before being nominated as a Trustee.

Before becoming a Trustee members are encouraged to attend a number of Executive Committee meetings to familiarise themselves with the work of the charity and the areas in which it operates. 

Each Trustee is invited to a meeting jointly led by the Chairman of the Executive Committee and the Executive Director of the charity, which covers:

1. The obligations of Management Committee members.

2. The main documents which set out the operational framework for the charity including the Memorandum and Articles of Association.

3. Resources and the current financial position as set out in the latest published accounts.

4. Future plans and objectives.
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A Question & Answer pack has been prepared drawing information from various Charity Commission publications signposted through the Commission’s guide “the Essential Trustee” as a follow up to these sessions. This is provided to all new trustees along with the Memorandum and Articles and the latest financial statements. Feedback from new trustees about their induction has been positive.

Risk Management

The Trustees have considered the major risks to which the charity is exposed and have reviewed those risks and established systems and procedures to manage those risks. A formal review of the charity’s risk management processes is undertaken on an annual basis.
Objectives and Activities

The objects of the charity are: -

1. to relieve the need of sufferers from Gaucher disease.

2. to promote research into Gaucher disease and to publish the useful results of such research.

The Charity aims to:

1. Provide information about Gaucher disease and keep families and medical advisers up to date with latest developments.

2. Encourage the availability of treatment including enzyme replacement therapy.

3. Actively encourage and raise funds for medical research.

4. Publish a half yearly newsletter, which is sent to over 1300 readers worldwide.

5. Maintain an up to date website on www.gaucher.org.uk which is translated into Spanish and Russian.

6. Hold a conference every two years.

Achievements and Performance:

Susan Lewis Memorial Fund

Susan Lewis was a founder of both the UK Gauchers Association and the European Gaucher Alliance (EGA). Following her death in 2007 the Gauchers Association decided to establish a suitable tribute in her honour. 

The Susan Lewis Memorial Award has been set up to provide grants and bursaries to doctors and other healthcare professionals from developing countries (particularly Eastern Europe) to allow them to travel to the UK Centres of Excellence to undertake mentoring and educational programmes in the treatment and management of Gaucher Disease.

The first Susan Lewis Memorial grant was awarded in February 2009 to Dr Daniela Avdjieva, a young doctor from Bulgaria. Dr Avdjieva already treats both adult and paediatric Gaucher patients, working alongside two senior doctors in Bulgaria treating Gaucher and other LSD patients. Dr Avdjieva will travel to the UK in October, spending four weeks visiting adult and paediatric hospitals, as well as Homecare companies involved in supporting Gaucher patients.
The second call for application for 2010 closes on 30th September 2009.
Gaucher Centres

Throughout the year we have continued to maintain close contacts with the four “original” nationally designated Gaucher Centres at: Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge; the Royal Free Hospital, London; Great Ormond Street Hospital, London; and The Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital and developed links with the three additional Lysosomal Storage Disorder (LSD) nationally designated units at Birmingham Children’s Hospital, Birmingham; Hope Hospital, Manchester and University College Hospital, London. This year we have also developed links with the new adult service at Birmingham University Hospital which will support patients who transition from Birmingham’s Children’s Hospital. 
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We would like to thank Prof Timothy Cox, Dr Atul Mehta, Dr Ashok Vellodi and Dr Ed Wraith, Dr Patrick Deegan, Dr Phil Lee, Dr Robin Lachmann, Dr Steven Waldeck, Dr Chris Hendricks and their teams at each of the centres for their continued advice and support to the Association and their dedication to Gaucher patients. The national service provides our members with the very best treatment. The adult centres work with the paediatric centres in helping patient transition from childhood to adulthood. Dr Uma Ramaswami from Addenbrooke’s attends some paediatric Gaucher patients at the Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital and the Royal Free Hospital. 

All of the seven centres have now awarded contracts for the homecare delivery and nursing services. The contract for The Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital and Hope Hospital has been awarded to Healthcare at Home as a single provider. The contract for Addenbrooke’s, Great Ormond Street, University College Hospital and the Royal Free Hospital has been awarded to Careology as their preferred provider, however, patients who wish to remain with Healthcare at Home are able to do so. The Birmingham Children’s Hospital contract has been awarded to Healthcare at Home. 

National Commissioning Group (NCG). 

The NCG designation for Lysosomal Storage Disorders (LSD’s) is in place until March 2012. As an appointed patient representative for patients with all LSD’s to the Expert Advisory Group of NCG Jeremy Manuel attends bi – annual meetings which discuss the implications of the NCG designation to the centres. 

On 4 November 2008 the All Wales Inherited Metabolic and Lysosomal Disease Service was launched at the University of Wales Hospital, Cardiff. Currently all Welsh Lysosomal Storage Disorder (LSD) patients are seen at one of the seven LSD centres of excellence in the England. With the launch of this new service all Welsh patients will be offered the opportunity to transfer their care to the new service. Patients who wish to continue being seen at one of the centres in England will be able to continue to do this on a shared care basis, and where Dr Shortland (Lead Clinician) and his team will be integral in their clinical management and treatment decisions. The All Wales service will adopt the current National Commissioning Group (NCG) guidelines used at the seven LSD centres in England when assessing patients for treatment.
It should be noted that the cost of drug therapy is included in the designation for English patients only.

There remains much discussion as to what will happen post March 2012 and this will continue to be kept under review.

Health Technology Assessment Unit (HTA) – Longitudinal Study

HTA have been awarded a grant by the Department of Health to carry out a longitudinal study on Lysosomal Storage Diseases. Tanya Collin-Histed and Jeremy Manuel attend the HTA meetings and have been liaising with the project chair and study coordinators on the longitudinal study on Lysosomal Storage Diseases (LSD). The three year study involves the seven NSCAG Centres for LSD and plan to set up a database to capture information on patients with LSD’s and their treatment, the study will also collect data on the non medical impact to patients and their families. We remain concerned and vigilant to ensure that appropriate methodology is adopted to ensure equity and transparency in its information gathering.

UK Lysosomal Storage Diseases (LSD) Patient Organsiation Group

Patient organisations representing patients with Lysosomal Storage Disorders have joined together to form a new action group to work and lobby on behalf of LSD patients and their families in the UK. The group is made up representatives from the Gauchers Association, The Society for Mucopolysaccharide Diseases (the MPS Society), Battens Disease Family Association, Niemann-Pick Group (UK) and the Pompe Association. The group was the joint initiative of the Gauchers Association and The Society for Mucopolysaccharide Diseases (the MPS Society).
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The group meets three times each year and have developed their own ‘Terms of Reference’ and a work programme for the next 12 months. Future activities for the group in 2009/10 will include; assisting in the  development  of a patient group for Metachromatic Leukodystrophy (MLD), proving information at the 2009 Party Political conferences about the patient bodies and the need for a continuation for the specialised service status for LSD’s, and ongoing representation on the HTA study into ERT for LSDs. The group produced its first newsletter in June 2009 which was distributed amongst the NCG centres, the Pharmaceutical Companies and other interested parties.
The group has successfully lobbied the Department of Health to influence the development of metabolic networks in England.   

National Research Study on the Bone Complications in Gaucher Disease

Although the Bone Research Study at the four Gaucher Centres funded by the Gauchers Association has now been completed, Prof Cox, from Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge in collaboration with investigators in Germany, Italy and Sweden is carrying out prospective studies in several large populations of Gaucher patients including the UK, to determine whether the serum proteins (collected from Gaucher patients) can truly serve as predictive biomarkers for this complication will be carried out.  This would allow target values of the biomarkers to be established so that enzyme replacement therapy and other treatments can have standard limits, which should be attained in order to reduce the risk of avascular necrosis. 
Two papers on the National Research Study on the Bone Complications in Gaucher Disease are in the final stages of being submitted for publication. 

Study into the Increased Risk of Multiple Myeloma in Gauchers Patients

This project is being carried out by Dr Atul Mehta and his team from the Lysosomal Storage Disorders Unit at the Royal Free Hospital. The study’s primary objective is to determine if mutations in the Gaucher gene predisposes to an increased risk of Multiple Myeloma. Secondary objectives are to identify alterations in the bone marrow micro environment that leads to an increased incidence of myeloma in those with Gaucher Disease and to observe the natural history of patients with Gaucher gene mutations and B−cell disorders. The study is being supported by Myeloma UK and the Gauchers Association.

Neuronopathic Gaucher Disease (Type 3)

The Association continues its work with families of Type 3 children in partnership with Great Ormond Street Hospital. The project with a group of girls between the ages of ten and twenty two years old supported by a grant from charity ‘Wednesdays Child’, has met five times and on each occasion ten girls have participated. The project has addressed a number of issues the girls face living with a rare disease and strong friendships have been made and information gleaned.

Wednesdays Child have had agreed to continue their support with a further grant for a one year art programme for children and young people with neuronopathic Gaucher disease, however following the nGD family conference in November 2008 (see below) the grant will be used to develop a mini Type III conference in November 2009 to focus on transition and independence. 
The Association in partnership with Great Ormond Street Hospital organised a European Neuronopathic Family Conference on the 28 – 30th November 2008, which was held in Northampton, UK. In addition to the conference there were children’s and young people’s arts and drama sessions on the Saturday. The meeting attracted 115 parents, carers, patients, siblings, speakers, doctors, nurses and representatives from pharmaceutical and homecare companies over the three day conference. For the first time there was a closed family session held on the Sunday morning to talk about Transition and Independence. There were a number of outcomes from the conference including the development of a Type III chat room for parents and family members, the need for an advocacy type worker, a focus on transition planning for this group of young people and the need for functional assessments to support young people in the future as independent adults. 
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The European Taskforce for the Management of Neuronopathic Gaucher disease has recently updated the guidelines for the treatment of neuronopathic Gaucher patients which will be used by the National Commissioning Group (NCG) in England to treat Type 3 patients.  Tanya Collin-Histed remains a member of this taskforce. The new guidelines have been approved and adopted by the National commissioning Group (NCG).
Dr. David Begley, Kings College, London and Dr Maurizio Scarpa, University of Padova, Italy have established a European Taskforce called B4B (Brains 4 Brain) in 2007. The Taskforce brings together doctors from the areas of Lysosomal Storage Disorders (LSDs) and the Blood Brain Barrier (BBB). The objective of the taskforce is to push forward work of drug delivery to the brain of LSDs. The third B4B meeting took place in Frankfurt in March 2009. Tanya Collin-Histed attended the meeting as a representative of European Gaucher Patient Organsiations. In January 2009 the first Brains for Brain Foundation meeting was held, Tanya Collin-Histed and Christine Lavery (Executive Director of the Society for Mucopolysaccharide Diseases) have been asked to sit on the Foundation as representatives of Patient Organsiations.
Dr Nicholas Smith, an Australian physician specialising in paediatric neurology has recently joined the University of Cambridge Lysosomal Storage Disease Research Group led by Prof.Timothy Cox. Dr Smith plans to study the neuropathology of a variety of lysosomal storage disorders including Gaucher Disease. With the support of the Association Dr Smith plans to undertake a collaborative study into the role LIMP – 2. The study is planned as a collaborative effort amongst the national Gaucher treatment centres in the UK.
Home Infusions

Home infusions have remained the most popular form of delivery of enzyme replacement therapy. There are currently two companies providing homecare services to Gaucher patients receiving treatment at home. These are Healthcare at Home and Careology. 

Treatment

The majority of UK sufferers of Gaucher disease receive enzyme replacement therapy (Cerezyme). A number of patients receive Substrate balance therapy (Zavesca) where ERT is not suitable. All sufferers receive treatment paid for by the National Health Service. The cost of treatment remains high and with the development of treatments for other Lysosomal Storage Disorders we remain vigilant that all patients continue to receive the necessary drug as prescribed by their doctor notwithstanding the continual scrutiny of Health Economists.

New Treatments for Gaucher disease

There are currently four clinical trials being undertaken for Gaucher Disease. There are two novel enzyme replacement therapies. The first is for a treatment developed by Shire Human Genetic Therapies (previously TKT), which is in phase III of clinical trials and the other from the Israeli company, Protalix, which is also in phase III clinical trials. In addition there are two other possible new therapeutic developments for Gaucher disease. Amicus Therapeutics, New Jersey, has developed a chaperone therapy which is in phase II of clinical trials, and Genzyme Therapeutics has developed a ‘small molecule’, Substrate Reduction Therapy that is currently in phase III of clinical trials.
The Association maintains regular contact with all pharmaceutical companies involved with Gaucher disease and researchers to ensure that members are kept up to date with all developments and we relay to the companies the concerns and expectations of members.

Jeremy Manuel has been in discussion with Prof Ari Zimran and Dr Debbie Elstein at the Shaare Zedek medical Centre in Jerusalem, Israel who have embarked on an investigator – initiated pilot study for type 1 Gaucher disease with a licensed drug called Ambroxol. This over counter oral treatment has been in use since 1970 is currently licensed for respiratory disorders associated with visceral or excessive mucus. Ambroxol is believed to enhance mutated enzyme activity in cells from Gaucher patients with various mutations.
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Tanya Collin-Histed has been in regular communication with Genzyme senior management team in the US to identify possible research opportunities to treat neuronopathic Gaucher patients. In partnership with Elin Haf Davies who is undertaking a PhD into ‘Quantifying the Neurological Outcomes of LSDs’, Tanya is working with Genzyme Therapeutics to seek financial support for these studies with a view to develop robust end points for future clinical studies.
Information and Newsletters

The Association continues to supply up-to-date information on the telephone, by mail and through our website. Our six monthly newsletter is sent out to over 1,300 families, doctors and other interested parties worldwide, and our extensive website is read all over the world and is translated into Spanish, Russian, Bulgarian and Italian. 

Our new database introduced in 2007 has enabled us to communicate by e-mail with our members and we hope to continue to build our e-mail contacts to reduce postage costs by using this method. 

Website

The Association new website went live in January 2009 with its online newsletter which is now sent to over 250 persons worldwide. The new site allows regular e-mail alerts to our members to ensure they are kept up to date with the latest news in the Gaucher field.

As a result of the nGD European Family conference in 2008 the Association is working with the website designers to develop a secure Type III chat room; this is expected to go live in September 2009.
Fundraising

We have had a good fundraising year. We had six runners in the London marathon, school charity fun days and college students making cards to sell. Legacies and donations instead of flowers at funerals continue to be a significant source of funds and we would like to thank those who thought of the Association during their sad time. In addition, celebrations including wedding anniversaries and special birthdays have raised welcome funds for the Association. Specific details are set out in our newsletter but our thanks go to everybody who has contributed. 

The Association continues to use the ‘Just Giving’ site, which enables members and supporters to donate funds online to the Association. This method was used for sponsorship for the London Marathon and annual subscriptions and is proving very successful.

The Association has developed a fundraising pack that is available free of charge to all our members, this has been very successful. Following the success of our first charity Christmas card for 2008 we have decided to make this an annual fundraiser. 

The Association has employed an independent fundraiser for two days a month for the period of one year to help to apply to external funding bodies and trusts for specific projects. Following several meetings with the Board, Monica and Linda Hartwell are working on two projects; to explore the feasibility of setting up a permanent advocacy service for patients and families with Gaucher disease and secondly to undertake a members questionnaire on the work of the Association versus the needs of the members.
Meetings

Members of the Association attended the second ‘Rare Diseases’ day in February at the House of Commons.
Advice on Insurance & Benefits

Don Tendell continues with his advice to members on insurance matters. Don is a committee member of the UK Forum of Genetics and Insurance and a member of the Human Genetics Commission Patients Consultative Panel. The Human Genetics Commission has taken over the responsibilities of the UK Forum of Genetics and Insurance 

The Association in partnership with GIG (Genetic Interest Group) have successfully developed a template for Gaucher patients to use to access life insurance and are continuing this work to extend to other areas of insurance.
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Gaucher disease in Europe and other parts of the World

The Gauchers Association remains a leader within the European Gaucher Alliance (EGA). The European Cerezyme Access Programme (ECAP) was introduced by Genzyme Corporation with the aim of providing access to enzyme replacement therapy on a humanitarian basis to severely affected Gaucher patients in Eastern Europe, the Balkan States and Jordan. In those countries, where the mechanism of reimbursement is currently inadequate to meet the immediate need for treatment, ECAP now provides humanitarian aid to 117 patients in 14 countries including Georgia, Kazakhstan, Romania, Ukraine, Serbia and Montenegro. ECAP works with 24 physicians.

The EGA continues to keep in close contact with Genzyme and is kept up to date with all developments.

The EGA was incorporated as an English company in June 2008 and formally constituted at the European Working Group of Gaucher Disease (EWGGD) in Budapest in June 2008. 

The EGA was officially launched at the European Parliament earlier this year in February. Jeremy Manuel and Tanya Collin-Histed travelled to Brussels with other members of the EGA Board. During the visit were observers at a plenary session of the committee where we witnessed a debate on the European Action Plan in the field of rare diseases which was being proposed. There was a considerable debate on the differences of access to treatments for rare diseases across Europe and specific reference was made to the inconsistency of the availability of home therapy for Gaucher patients throughout the European Union.
The EGA will apply to the Charity Commission later this year for charitable status.

Jeremy Manuel was elected the first Chairman of the EGA and Tanya Collin-Histed has been appointed as a Director.  The UK association through Tanya Collin-Histed will administer the EGA and will undertake various duties for the EGA. 
Jeremy Manuel and Tanya Collin-Histed have attended various European meetings in Milan, Amsterdam and Barcelona at the request of the Pharmaceutical Companies as representatives of Patient Organisations. At the Gaucher Leadership Forum Jeremy Manuell presented an update on the work of the EGA.
Supporting Research
June 2009 will see the end of the second year of the three year grant to Prof Mia Horowitz of Department for Cell Research and Immunology at Tel Aviv University. This project will contribute towards the understanding of the molecular mechanism underlying brain cell death in neuronopathic Gaucher disease. The second year progress report will be sent to the family of Ellie Carter who raised £30,000 for the project and posted on the Association’s website.

The Association awarded a grant from funds raised by the Eleanor Lily Foundation to The Royal Free Hospital in London to purchase a batch of viral vectors for use in their gene therapy research in Type II Gaucher disease. Tanya Collin-Histed will support this group at Royal Free by encouraging links with other possible funding streams to support this work in the long term i.e. Genzyme Therapeutics, Children’s Gaucher research fund in the US who are interested in this area of work.
Funds raised by two families with children with neuronopathic Gaucher disease have been awarded to support work being undertaken at Kings College by David Begley and his team to complete a study on Zavesca uptake into the brain. The study will look at the mechanism of call uptake and brain entry of Zavesca. Once this is fully understood, then it is hoped that second new generation substrate reduction therapies can be designed and developed.
Multiple Myeloma
This project is being carried out by Dr Atul Mehta and his team from the Lysosomal Storage Disorders Unit at the Royal Free Hospital. The study’s primary objective is to determine if mutations in the Gaucher gene predisposes to an increased risk of Multiple Myeloma. Secondary objectives are to identify alterations in the bone marrow micro environment that leads to an increased incidence of myeloma in those with Gaucher Disease and to observe the natural history of patients with Gaucher gene mutations and B−cell disorders.
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Research to date has focused on the interaction of multiple myeloma cells with bone marrow cells generated from either Gaucher patients or non-sufferers . Due to the deficiency of glucocerebrosidase in Gaucher disease there is significant accumulation of the lipid glucosylceramide within macrophage derived cells. This results in the well known features of Gaucher disease including enlargement of the spleen and liver but also affects the bone marrow environment in which the plasma cells of myeloma grow. It has been hypothesized that changes within in this environment due to Gaucher disease may be more permissive to the growth of myeloma cells and contribute to the increased incidence which has been described. The study which is now in its final year is being supported by Myeloma UK and the Gauchers Association.

Administration Assistant
The Association has employed an administration assistant Sarah Allard to work alongside Tanya Colin-Histed in the office in Dursley for three days a week.
Future Plans 

We believe the association has a larger than ever role to play in fundraising for research, in working with other patient groups, and in continuing to secure first class treatment for LSD patients in this country. Through the Susan Lewis Memorial Fund we will be able to help doctors and their teams, who have with little experience in treating Gaucher disease, to achieve the excellent levels of expertise available to patients in long established centres.
In addition to our activities working with patients, the National Treatment Centres, Industry and Government we highlight all new projects for the future period:

· To support a new members meeting event in the autumn 2009

· To host a members update conference in 2010 
· To prepare for the Association’s 20th Anniversary celebrations in 2011.

· To carry out a members satisfaction and needs survey.

· To continue to drive the UK LSD Collaboration Patient Organsiation Group

· To continue supporting and encouraging research - in particular to focus on unmet medical need and poorly understood manifestations of the disease.

· To set up a research sub group

· To administer and promote the Susan Lewis Memorial Fund

· To support and encourage treatment development 

· To further encourage focused support for nGD families

· To work with the EGA to develop priorities and challenges
Management Costs

The Executive Committee is satisfied that they have the level of reserves in the General Fund in order to continue provide for the anticipated operational costs of the company. The Committee is fully aware that it must endeavour to continue to increase their fund raising efforts to support the administrative costs of the company and in the process of considering and implementing plans to do this.
Approved by the Board of Directors and signed on their behalf on 30 November 2009:-
Jeremy H. Manuel, OBE

Director
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	Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of  The Gauchers Association Limited

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I  report on the accounts of the company for the year ended 30 June 2009, which are set out on pages 11 to 16.

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
	
	
	
	

	The trustees (who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law) are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the 1993 Act) and that an independent examination is needed.  The charities gross income exceeded £90,000 and I am qualified to undertake the examination by being qualified members of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales.

	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Having satisfied ourselves that the charity is not subject to audit under company law and is eligible for independent examination, it is my responsibility to:

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· examine the accounts under section 43 of the 1993 Act;
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 43(7)(b) of the 1993 Act; and

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Basis of independent examiner’s report
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Our examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Independent examiner’s statement
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· to keep accounting records in accordance with section 386 of the Companies Act 2006;  and
	

	· to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records, comply with the accounting       requirements of section 396 of the Companies Act 2006 and with the methods and principles of the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities have not been met; or

	

	

	(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.
Keith Graham
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	Chartered Accountants
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	145-157 St John Street
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	London EC1V 4PY
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